We have seen that all parts of the body require food, and we have briefly considered how the food is dissolved in the stomach and intestines. The next problem is to explain how this food is distributed to the various parts of the body. This is done by the circulatory system, which we may compare to a system of waterworks with pipes supplying a number of houses. In the animal body we have a system of pipes laid on to all parts, by which the soluble digested food is taken from the alimentary canal to all parts of the body. These pipes are the blood-vessels.
The heart is a pump by which the fluid is sent round with sufficient rapidity and regularity for the supply of the needs of the various parts of the body. The heart is the most important part of the body, for when it ceases to beat death ensues.
We can feel each beat of the heart, each beat of the engine, by feeling one of the pipes at our wrist, the pulse.
The blood ia the fluid contained in the pipes or bloodvessels. 
